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As classicists, Bruce Thornton, a Research Fellow at Stanford’s Hoover Institution and Professor of Classics and 
Humanities at California State University, Fresno (PhD UCLA, author of ten books on classical and contemporary 
Europe), and I will offer nine formal lectures that will focus on the northern Italy in the classical era, the role of Italy in 
the wider Mediterranean, the nature and origins of the Renaissance, the economic, political, and social foundations of 
Italy’s dynamic role in Western civilization, and the unique physical landscape of Northern Italy that might explain the 
region’s achievement. 
 
Al Philipp with All Aboard Travel once again has arranged for luxury accommodations, gourmet meals, 24/7 
service, and a professionally planned itinerary that seeks to cover an enormous amount of ground inside Tuscany. 
In a departure from prior tours, we will emphasize this year depth of investigation rather than breadth of
study, focusing on the genius of Tuscany from the Adriatic to Northern Tyrrhenian Seas, and on 
city-states such as Genoa, Florence, and Pisa.
 
Once again we are returning to the Mediterranean world, where we can best draw on both our formal 
training and published works to present scholarly and accessible formal lectures on the ancient world, 
the ecology of  the classical Mediterranean and military history, and, more informally, to share our 
meals and walking tours with each one of you. 
 
As before, the contemporary world will never be far away, as we review the recent Mediterranean 
tragedies such as the crisis of the European Union on its southern flank, current Italian controversies 
over foreign policy and immigration, and the status of current U.S.-Italian relations. We will again host
lively debates about our own opinion journalism that will reflect many of the controversies that
arise from recent changes in American foreign policies as they affect both our friends and 
enemies around the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
We hope you can join us.
 
Sincerely,

Italy in general and Tuscany in particular were the centers of classical and 
Renaissance culture—in politics, war, art, literature, sculpture, and architecture. 
For our ninth visit to Europe, we have focused our Tuscan tour on Florence, the 
nexus of Renaissance genius, and Portofino, on the Ligurian Riviera, the most 
beautiful of Italy’s stunning seaside resorts. Tuscany often proved an engine 
of Western dynamism, from the Roman Republic through the Empire to 
the Italian Renaissance. In addition, Italy played a critical if tragic role in 
Mediterranean military history from the age of galleys through both World Wars I 
and II. Tuscan beauty and climate, natural riches, innate genius, strategic location, 
and competition among men of vision all help to explain why Northern Italy is just 
different even from other remarkable European regions. 

Friday, May 22
Depart the U.S.A. on individual flights for Italy.
 
Saturday, May 23
Arrive at Genoa international airport and private car transfer 
to the Grand Hotel Imperiale in Portofino. Meet your traveling 
companions and hosts at the welcome reception and dinner.
 
Sunday, May 24
Portofino, Italy, is known as the resort of the rich and famous, 
but there is much more to see here. Just beyond the horizon 
is Castello Brown, home to extravagant gardens that provide 
an excellent view of Portofino’s harbor and beautifully colored 
buildings. Beyond the castle, past the lighthouse is the Church 
of San Giorgio. This site evokes particular interest because it was 
built on a Roman temple honoring the Persian god, Mithras.                                                           

Monday, May 25
Our guided tour will take us to the exact sight where 
Michelangelo collected the marble he used for his most famous 
artwork. Michelangelo believed the integrity of the stone block 
is the foundation upon which great sculpture is created. His 
obsessive process to select the marble drove him year after year to 
the town of Cararra. These quarries date back to the Roman era 
and are legendary for their pure white coloration.
An afternoon scenic ride to Cinque Terre. Rooted in antiquity, 
Cinque Terre’s five villages date from the early medieval period. 
The oldest village of Monterosso was founded in AD 643, when 
beleaguered hill dwellers moved down the coast to escape the 
invading barbarians. In the 8th century, Greek settlers developed 
Riomaggiore due to persecution in Byzantium. The other cities: 
Vernazza, Corniglia and Manarola date back to the late High 
Middle Ages. Picturesque castles and a quintet of illustrious 
parish churches spot the countryside creating a gorgeous 
landscape.
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Agenda
Tuesday, May 26
Christopher Columbus may have been looking for a new 
trade route to Asia when he set out in 1492, but he discovered 
something far more important. It all began in Genoa, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Lavish palaces distinguish this historic city. 
Many historians claim Genoa as the birthplace of Christopher 
Columbus. The Provincial archive in Genoa has a small room that 
holds many original Columbus family documents, known as a 
Sala Colombiana. These relics survived five centuries of turmoil, 
including Louis XIV’s naval bombardment of Genoa in 1684. 
More than 60 documents recount the story of the Columbus 
family, beginning with the youth of Domenico Colombo.
 
Wednesday, May 27 
The walls of Lucca have a long history that began in the second 
century BC to the sixteenth century AD, which we will see in their 
entirety today. From the trace of the Roman amphitheater in the 
shape of the Piazza dell’Anfiteatro to the archeological remains 
below the 12th century church of Saints Giovanni and Reparata 
to the various towers and villas from the 12th to 16th centuries. 
After a short drive, we visit Pisa. The iconic location hosts the bell 
tower known as “the leaning Tower of Pisa.” This famous symbol 
is one of many works of architecture in the city’s Piazza del 
Duomo, also known as Piazza dei Miracoli (Square of Miracles).
 
Thursday, May 28
Florence, the cradle of the Renaissance, has been impeccably 
preserved with the same amount of wealth, art, and architecture 
it once harbored in its height, continuing as a unique treasure of 
Italy. In the late 1300s, many scholars believe Florentine thinkers 
such as the writers, Dante Alighieri and Petrarch, and the artist, 
Giotto, planted the seeds needed for this movement. This will 
become apparent as we visit the Ufficii, the Vasari Corridor, the 
Pitti Palace Gardens, the Bargello Museum, the Academia with 
the David statue and Santa Croce, the burial place of some of 
the most illustrious Italians, including Michelangelo, Galileo, 
Machiavelli, Foscolo, Gentile and Rossini, also known as the 
Temple of the Italian Glories.

Friday, May 29
Today we visit the American WWII Cemetery near Florence and 
enjoy lunch at the magnificent Villa Mangiacane, once owned by 
the Machiavelli family. In the afternoon, we travel San Gimignano 
with its distinctive skyline, standing like a medieval mirage on 
the hilltop. Once a stop for pilgrims en route to Rome, its walls 
were built in the 13th century and includes twelve surviving 
towers. The preservation of this medieval town is truly wonderful 
and perhaps one of the most charming and picturesque in of all 
Tuscany.                                                                         

Saturday, May 30
We continue our Tuscan tour to Siena, a town that is considered 
the second most beautiful in all of Tuscany, with red brick 
buildings, a stupendous cathedral and of course, the world famous 
Piazza del Campo square.
Chianti wine tasting: Cosimo Medici III declared this area 
as the official Chianti wine region in the early 18th century. 
Furthermore, the wine’s defining character developed under 
the craftsmanship of Barone Ricasoli in the late 19th century. 
Historically, it was made using a wide range of local varieties, 
which we will discover on our tour.
 
Sunday, May 31
Afternoon excursion to Fiesole. Fiesole overlooks Florence from 
high on the hillside. In the early Middle Ages, this town was more 
powerful than Florence and many wars arose between the two 
throughout history. In 1010 and 1025, the Florentines sacked 
Fiesole and the leading families obliged to take up residence in 
Florence. A disciple of Saint Peter, Saint Romulus brought the 
two cities closer together by introducing Christianity to Fiesole. 
The ancient cathedral located outside the city indicates that the 
Christian origins of Fiesole date back to the persecutions. This 
historic city denotes a notable time in Tuscany as well as Europe.
 
Monday, June 1
Airport transfer and individual flights back to the United States.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CONTACT:

All Aboard Travel • www.vdh2015.com
Or e-mail Al Philipp at aatcorp@comcast.net

All Aboard Travel
10 South Howell Street Hillsdale, MI 49242

Tel: +1 800 968-8747 • Fax: +1 517 292-2451
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. E.S.T.

Daily breakfast, seven lunches, and eight dinners are 
included as well as all excursions and nine lectures as
 listed in the itinerary. Additional nights at the hotel 

are available before and after the tour.

Victor Davis Hanson is the Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow at the Hoover 
Institution. Hanson was a National Endowment for the Humanities fellow at the 
Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California 
(1992-93), a visiting professor of classics at Stanford University (1991-92), and 
alumnus of the year of the University of California, Santa Cruz (2002). He received 
the National Humanities Award in 2007, and the Bradley Prize in 2009. Hanson is 
the author of some 170 articles, book reviews, and newspaper editorials on Greek, 
agrarian, and military history and essays on contemporary culture. He has written 
or edited twenty books, including Father of Us All: War and History, Ancient and 
Modern(2010); Makers of Ancient Strategy: from the Persian Wars to the Fall of 
Rome (ed.) (2010);Warfare and Agriculture in Classical Greece (1983; paperback ed., 
University of California Press, 1998); Carnage and Culture (Doubleday, 2001); A War 
Like No Other (Random House 2005);The Western Way of War (Alfred Knopf, 1989; 
2nd paperback ed., University of California Press, 2000); The Wars of the Ancient 
Greeks (Cassell, 1999; paperback ed., 2001); and Mexifornia: a State of Becoming 
(Encounter, 2003).

Bruce S. Thornton is a W. Glenn Cambell and Rita Ricardo-Cambell national fellow, 
2009-10, 2010-11. Bruce S. Thornton, a research fellow at the Hoover Institution, 
grew up on a cattle ranch in Fresno County, California. He received his BA in 
Latin from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1975, as well as his PhD in 
comparative literature-Greek, Latin, and English-in 1983. Thornton is currently a 
professor of classics and humanities at California State University, Fresno. He is the 
author of nine books on a variety of topics, including Greek Ways: How the Greeks 
Created Western Civilization; Searching for Joaquin: Myth, Murieta, and History 
of California; with Victor Davis Hanson, Bonfire of the Humanities: Rescuing the 
Classics in and Impoverished Age; and Decline and Fall: Europe’s Slow Motion 
Suicide. His numerous essays and reviews on Greek culture and civilization and their 
influence on Western Civilization, as well as on other contemporary political and 
educational issues, have appeared in both scholarly journals and magazines such 
as the New Criterion, Commentary, National Review, the Weekly Standard, and 
the Claremont Review of Books. Thornton is also a regular contributor to online 
magazines such as City Journal and Advancing a Free Society. He has lectured at 
many colleges and universities and at venues such as the Smithsonian Institute, the 
Intercollegiate Studies Institute, the Amy War College, and the Air Force Academy; 
he has also appeared on television on the History Channel and ABC’s Politically 
Incorrect. His latest book, published in March 2011, is titled The Wages 
of Appeasement: Ancient Athens, Munich, and Obama’s America.


