
Mysteries of the Adriatic 
Ancient Warfare and Epic Naval Battles

A five-nation tour of eastern Europe, from 
Ljubljana along the Adriatic Sea to Greece

With Victor Davis Hanson May 18 - May 29, 2014



The Adriatic, Ionian, and Aegean Seas 
were the great embryos of  Classical and 
Renaissance civilizations - the Minoans, 
Mycenaeans, classical Greeks, Romans, and 
Venetians - proving violent fault-lines of  
cultural, political and religious rivalry, from 
antiquity until the present.

For our eighth annual historical trip to 
Europe, we have designed a tour of  
Ljubljana, Trieste, and Venice as a prelude to 
a week-long cruise along the Adriatic, Ionian 
and Aegean islands and coastline that will 
cover some 3,500 years of  European history 

- from the eruption on Minoan Santorini through the rise of  the Athenian 
and Roman Empires, to the wars of  Venice against the Ottomans to the 
bloody fighting in World Wars I and II, culminating with the revolutions and 
violence that followed the break-up of  the former Yugoslavia.

As classicists, Bruce Thornton, a Research Fellow at Stanford’s Hoover 
Institution and Professor of  Classics and Humanities at California State 
University, Fresno (PhD UCLA, author of  ten books on classical and 
contemporary Europe), and I will offer seven formal lectures that will focus 
on the Arsenal of  Venice, the Battle of  Lepanto, the Roman Dalmatian coast, 
the stasis on ancient Corfu, the mythical return of  Odysseus, the battles of  
the Peloponnesian War, and the Athenian Aegean maritime empire. Dr. Tom 
Conner, the William P. Harris Chair in Military History and Professor of  
History at Hillsdale College, will also join us for both on-site commentary 
and formal lectures on the Battle of  Caporetto, and the northern Italian 
front and Balkans campaigns of  World War I and II.

Al Philipp with All Aboard Travel once again has arranged for luxury 
accommodations, gourmet meals, 24/7 service, and a professionally planned 
itinerary that seeks to cover an enormous amount of  ground - Slovenia, Italy, 
Croatia, Montenegro, and Greece - while minimizing the bother of  travel 
by incorporating a seven-day cruise, in between our stays in Slovenia and 
Athens.  

We look forward to returning to the Mediterranean, where we can best draw 
on both our formal training and published works to present scholarly and 
accessible formal lectures on the ancient world and military history, and, 
more informally, to share our meals and walking tours with each one of  you. 

As before, the contemporary world will never be far away, as we review the 
recent tragedies such as the 1991 siege of  Dubrovnik, the recent rise of  
Turkish power in the Aegean, and the post-2008 Greek financial meltdown. 
We will also host lively debates about our own opinion journalism that will 
reflect many of  the controversies that arise from our tour and cruise of  the 
Adriatic, Ionian, and Aegean Seas.

We hope you can join us.

Sincerely,

Victor Davis Hanson
A letter from the desk of... Speakers

Victor DaVis Hanson is the Martin and 
Illie Anderson Senior Fellow at the Hoover 
Institution.

Hanson was a National Endowment 
for the Humanities fellow at the Center 
for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral 
Sciences, Stanford, California (1992-

Bruce s. tHornton is a W. Glenn Cambell 
and Rita Ricardo-Cambell national fellow, 
2009-10, 2010-11.

Bruce S. Thornton,  a research fellow 
at the Hoover Institution, grew up on a 
cattle ranch in Fresno County, California. 
He received his BA in Latin from the 

tom conner is the William P. Harris 
Professor of  Military History at Hillsdale 
College.

Dr. Conner (B.A. Elizabethtown College, 
M.A. Ph.D., University of  North Carolina) 
has taught Western heritage and European 

93), a visiting professor of  classics at Stanford University 
(1991-92), and alumnus of  the year of  the University of  
California, Santa Cruz (2002). 

Hanson is the author of  some 170 articles, book reviews, 
and newspaper editorials on Greek, agrarian, and military 
history and essays on contemporary culture. He has written 
or edited twenty books, including Father of  Us All: War 
and History, Ancient and Modern (2010); Makers of  Ancient 
Strategy: from the Persian Wars to the Fall of  Rome (ed.) (2010); 
Warfare and Agriculture in Classical Greece (1983; paperback 
ed., University of  California Press, 1998); Carnage and Culture 
(Doubleday, 2001); A War Like No Other (Random House 
2005).

University of  California, Los Angeles, in 1975, as well as his 
PhD in comparative literature-Greek, Latin, and English-
in 1983. Thornton is currently a professor of  classics and 
humanities at California State University, Fresno. He is the 
author of  nine books on a variety of  topics, including Greek 
Ways: How the Greeks Created Western Civilization; Searching for 
Joaquin: Myth, Murieta, and History of  California; with Victor 
Davis Hanson, Bonfire of  the Humanities: Rescuing the Classics 
in and Impoverished Age; and Decline and Fall: Europe’s Slow 
Motion Suicide. His numerous essays and reviews on Greek 
culture and civilization and their influence on Western 
Civilization, as well as on other contemporary political and 
educational issues, have appeared in both scholarly journals 
and magazines such as the New Criterion, Commentary, 
National Review, the Weekly Standard, and the Claremont Review 
of  Books. He has also appeared on television on the History 
Channel and ABC’s Politically Incorrect. He latest book, 
published in March 2011, is titled The Wages of  Appeasement: 
Ancient Athens, Munich, and Obama’s America.

history at Hillsdale College for 26 years. He has lectured 
throughout Europe on the sites of  the World Wars since 
1979. He currently teaches Nineteenth Century Europe, 
Europe in the 20th Century, and The Two World Wars. 2012 
Princeton Review ranked Dr. Conner among the top 300 
professors in the nation.

Agenda... 
sunDay, may 18
Depart the U.S.A. on individual flights for Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

monDay, may 19 - LjuBLjana, sLoVenia     
Arrive at Ljubljana international airport and transfer 
to the Hotel. Meet your traveling companions and 
hosts at the welcoming reception and dinner.

tuesDay, may 20 – LjuBLjana, sLoVenia 
Today we visit the Isonzo Valley where WWI raged 
for nearly two and a half  years and ended with the 
collapse of  the Central Powers. On the Soca Front 
almost one million people lost their lives, soldiers, 
men, women and children behind the lines. The 
bloody aftermath of  Caporetto was vividly described 
by Ernest Hemingway in his novel A Farewell to Arms.

WeDnesDay, may 21 – LjuBLjana, sLoVenia 
Today, on our tour we learn about the turbulent 
history of  Ljubljana. In 1948, the Tito-Stalin split 
took place and the political repression worsened, as it 
extended to Communists accused of  Stalinism. On 26 
October 1991, the last Yugoslav soldier left Slovenia. 
In the same year on December 23, the Assembly of  
the Republic of  Slovenia passed a new Constitution. 
Elsewhere in the city, remnants of  a Roman wall built 
around A.D. 15 share a block with boxy Communist 
office buildings and Art Nouveau mansions from 
Austro-Hungarian times. 

tHursDay, may 22 - LjuBLjana to trieste anD 
Venice

Our scenic drive from Ljubljana takes us to Lipica. 
Lipizzaner horses are the only breed of  horses to 
originate from Slovenia. The breed was developed out 
of  a Lipica stud farm in the latter half  of  the 1500s. 

From Lipica we cross the Italian border, to Trieste 
and enjoy a guided walk of  this picturesque historical 
seaport and a visit to the famous Miramar Castle, 
once a residence of  the Habsburg dynasty. Afternoon 
transfer to Venice and embark on the luxurious 
Oceania Insignia for our seven-night Adriatic and 
Aegean cruise.

FriDay, may 23 – Venice, itaLy    
Our guided tour will walk you through the 
masterpieces that adorn the walls and ceilings of  every 
room of  the Doge’s Palace. Then it’s into the hidden 
corridors of  the palace, through the secret archives to 
the attic cell where Casanova was once locked as well 
as the palace Torture Chamber. After a break for lunch 
we’ll see off-the-beaten track sights like the Bovolo 
Staircase and the city’s lively piazzas, mixed with well-
known sights such as Marco Polo’s house and the 
Goldoni Theatre. To get the best views of  the Grand 
Canal we’ll board a water taxi. Our last stop will take 
us back to St. Mark’s Square and its crowning glory, 
St. Mark’s Basilica. With skip-the-line access, your tour 
guide will whisk you inside, giving you an extended 
tour of  this incredible slice of  history that took almost 
800 years to build. 

Agenda... 



For more inFormation and reservations,
 please contact:

All Aboard Travel  •  www.vdh2014.com
Or e-mail Al Philipp at aatcorp@comcast.net

aLL aBoarD traVeL

10 South Howell Street Hillsdale, MI 49242
Tel: +1 800 968-8747  •  Fax: +1 517 292-2451

monDay - FriDay  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. e.s.t.

saturDay, may 24 – DuBroVnik, croatia

Our first port of  call is Croatia’s largest city, 
Dubrovnik. Starting as an independent, merchant 
republic for 700 years, it traded with Turkey and 
India in the East and had trade representatives in 
Africa. Although Dubrovnik was demilitarized in 
the 1970s to protect it from war, in 1991, after the 
breakup of  Yugoslavia, it was besieged by Serb-
Montenegrin forces for seven months and received 
significant shelling damage.

sunDay, may 25 – kotor, montenegro

The old town of  Kotor is one of  the best-
preserved medieval towns in this region of  the 
Mediterranean. It has succeeded in preserving its 
original form from the 12th and the 14th centuries. 

monDay, may 26 – corFu, greece

Our tour of  Corfu starts at the ancient heart of  
the city. Historically, its roots go back to the 8th 
century BC and to the Byzantine period. It has 
thus been subject to various cultural influences. In 
the afternoon we visit Achilleion, a palace built in 
Corfu by Empress of  Austria Elisabeth of  Bavaria. 

tuesDay, may 27 – ZakyntHos, greece

The Battle of  Lepanto took place on 7 October 1571 
only a few miles from Zakynthos when a fleet of  the 
Holy League, a coalition of  southern European Catholic 
maritime states, decisively defeated the main fleet of  the 
Ottoman Empire. Lepanto was the last major naval battle 
in the Mediterranean fought entirely between galleys and 
has been assigned great symbolic importance. 

WeDnesDay, may 28  -  santorini, greece  
In Ancient times, Santorini Island was the victim of  
an enormous volcano eruption in 1500 BC. After the 
explosion, the center of  Santorini plunged into the ocean, 
and the earthquakes that followed destroyed a big part of  
the island. The Akrotiri excavation site is a Minoan Bronze 
Age settlement, associated with the Minoan civilization 
due to inscriptions and close similarities in artifact and 
fresco styles. Akrotiri was buried by the widespread Theran 
eruption in the middle of  the second millennium BC; as 
a result, like the Roman ruins of  Pompeii, it is remarkably 
well-preserved. Frescoes, pottery, furniture, advanced 
drainage systems, and three-story buildings have been 
discovered at the site, whose excavation was started in 
1967 by Spyridon Marinatos.

Thursday, May 29 – Athens, Greece 
Transfer to Athens airport for individual flights back to the 
United States. 
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